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Abstract: This article makes a serious and scientific attempt to develop appropriate
formulae and to apply them for finding out the students’ pass out rates for different
academic years of different programmes of IGNOU. The minimum and maximum
durations prescribed for completion of different programmes vary widely. Sequel to
it, the students admitted to a programme in different academic years will be
completing the minimum and maximum durations in different years. The students
«admitted to a programme may therefore pass it out in any year between the
respective minimum and maximum durations and the pass outs are accordingly
spread over different years. Once the first batch of students of a programme
completes minimum duration, the students start passing out every year till the
completion of maximum duration by that batch. Meanwhile, the students from
successive batches of that very programme also complete the minimum duration
and start passing out every year. Thus, the pass outs of a given programme of a
given year include the pass outs from students admitted in different academic years.
The cohort of students on rolls forming a base group for the pass outs of every year
are also spread over a few years. For arriving at the figures of cohort of students on
rolls in every successive year, the number of students who have already passed
out in the previous year(s) should be deducted from the enrolment of respective
year(s), and wherever applicable the remaining students of particular batch(es)
who have completed the maximum duration of the programme should also be
deducted from the cumulative enrolment of cohort years. Because of these
complications linked to the flexibility in duration allowed for completion of the
programmes, calculating the students pass rates for different academic years of
different programmes has been a difficult task, which the author accomplishes in
this article.

Background

Indira Gandhi National Open University, popularly known as IGNOU, was established
in 1985 by an Act of Parliament. It started its academic life in 1987 by offering Diploma
in Distance Education (DDE) and Diploma in Management (DIM) programmes.
Thereafter, every subsequent year it has been offering new programmes, besides
continuing most of the old ones already on offer. Thus, as of January, 2001 there are 62
programmes on offer (IGNOU, 2001). These programmes may carry different credits
and lead to different certificates, diplomas (graduate/advanced/post-graduate), degrees
(graduate/post-graduate) and Ph.D. There are some programmes which are non-credit
programmes and do not lead to any kind of certification. In case of all the credit
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programmes one can notice that the programme title indicates in itself the level of the
programme. The programmes are of different durations with different minimum and
maximum periods for completion. This means, the students admitted to a programme
are not allowed to obtain respective certificate, diploma or degree till they complete the
minimum duration and after they complete the maximum duration prescribed for that
programme. The credit programmes curvently on offer along with their level, codes,
year of offer/launch, and minimum and maximum durations are given in Table 1.

Table 1: Level, title, code, year of offer/launch, and minimum and maximum durations of

programmes
S. No. Level and title of Programme First year  Duration (in years)
Programme code of offer/ Min. Max.
launch
I Ph. D Programmes
1 Doctor of Philosophy PhD 2001 2 4
in Education (Phase - I)
II Master’s Programmes
1 Master of Business Administration MBA 1987 3 No bar
2 Master of Arts in Distance Education MADE 1993 1 4
3 Master in Library and Information MLISc 1994 1 4
Sciences
4 Master in Computer Applications MCA 1997 3 7
5 Master of Business Administration
(Banking and Finance) MPBF 1999 3 No bar
6 Master in Tourism Management MTM 2000 2 4
7 Master of Arts in English MEG 2001 2 6
III  Bachelor’s Programmes
] Bachelor’s Preparatory Programme BPP 1988 6 months 2
2 Bachelor of Arts BA 1988 3 8
3 Bachelor of Commerce BCom 1988 3 8
4 Bachelor in Library and
Information Sciences BLISc 1990 1 4
5 Bachelor of Science BSc 1992 3 8
6 Bachelor of Science in Nursing BScN 1994 3 5
7 Bachelor in Tourism Studies BTS 1995 3 8
8 Bachelor in Computer Applications BCA 1996 3 6
9 Bachelor of Technology in Civil BTCM 1999 4 10
(Construction Management)
10 Bachelor of Technology in Civil BTWRE 1999 4 10

(Water Resources Management)
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v Certificates

1 Certificate in Rural Development CRD 1988 6 months 2
2 Certificate in Food and Nutrition CFN 1989 6 months 2
3 Certificate in Guidance CIG 1993 6 months 2
4 Certificate in Tourism Studies CTS 1994 6 months 2
5 Certificate in Computing CIC 1996 6 months 2
6 Certificate in Teaching of English CTE 1997 6 months 2
7 Certificate in Nutrition and Child Care CNCC 1997 6 months 2
8 Certificate in Environmental Studies CES 1998 6 months 2
9 Post-graduate Certificate in Radio Writing PGCR 1999 6 months 2
10  Certificate in Disaster Management CDM 1999 6 months 2
11 Certificate in Participatory Forest

Management CPFM 1999 6 months 2
12 Commonwealth Youth Programme CYP 2000 6 months 2
13 Certificate in Consumer Protection CCP 2001 6 months 2
14  Certificate in Empowering

Women’s Self-help Groups CWDL 2001 6 months 2
15  Preparatory Programme in Computing PPC 2001 6 months 2
16  Certificate in Human Rights CHR 2001 6 months 2
17  Certificate in Labour in Development CLD 2001 6 months 2
18  Certificate in Teaching of Primary

School Mathematics CTPM 2001 6 months 2
19 Certificate in Women’s Empowerment

and Development CWED 2001 6 months 2
20  Certificate in Participatory Project CPP/

Planning or Sahabhagi Vikas Yojana SAVINI 2001 6 months 2

Table 2 presents the students enrolment, students on roll and pass outs every year and
also their annual growth rate from 1987 to 2001. The Vice-chancellor’s Reports presented
at IGNOU Convocations, First (1989) to Twelfth (2001) and the Annual Reports (1988-
89 to 1999-2000) of the University formed sources of data presented in this Table. It
may be remembered that no convocation was held in the year 1990.

Table 2: Growth in student enrolment and pass outs in IGNOU: 1987-2001

Academic No. of Students (in thousands) Annual Growth Rate in studetns
Year (as on Enrolled On rolls Passed Enrolled On rolls Passed

1st January) out out

1987 4.381 — == — —_ —
1988 16.811 20.81 NA 283.73 — —

1989 42.324 61.72 117 (5.62) 151.76  196.59 —
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1990 48.281 103.87 NA — 14.07 68.29 NA
1991 52.376 112.19 381 (3.67) 8.48 8.01 225.64*
1992 62.375 145.00 491 (4.98) 19.09 29.25  28.87
1993 75.666 182.37 444 (3.06) 21.31 25.77 -9.57
1994 78.693 222.80 7.58 (4.16) 4.00 22. 17 90,72
1995 91.398 242.00 9.25 (4.15) 16.15 8.62  22.03
1996 130.228 310.00 11.40 (4.71) 42.48 28.10 23.24
1997 162.540 394.39 16.20 (5.23) 2481 27.22 4211
1998 163.394 430.83 25.20 (6.39) 0.53 9.24  55.56
1999 172.548 516.58 33,10 (7.68) 5.60 1990 31.35
2000 196.650 561.17 53.30 (10.32) 13.97 8.63 61.03
2001 291.360 750.87 62.37 (11.11) 48.16 33.80 17.02
Sources: 1. IGNOU (1989-2001). IGNOU Convocations (First to Twelfth): Vice-chancellor’s Reports.

2. IGNOU (1988-2000). IGNOU Annual Reports 1988-89 to 1999-2000.

Notes: 1. Students enrolled for July academic session of certificate programmes in the preceeding

year are included in the students enrolled figures shown against the succeeding year.

2. Pass outs shown against a year includes the pass outs of even certificate programmes
who are issued certificates through out the year irrespective of convocations.

3. Figures in the parentheses indicate the percentage of pass outs to the students on rolls in
the previous year

* Growth rate over the pass outs of the year 1989.

Table 2 shows that starting with 4,381 students enrolled for different programmes in
1987 the enrolment in 2001 rose to 291,360. The total number of students on rolls as on
01.01.2001 is 750,873. Similarly, starting with 1.17 thousand pass outs of all the
programmes put together in 1989 the figure rose to 62.37 thousands in 2001. Thus,
there has been tremendous increase in the annual enrolment and also in the number of

pass

outs every year. It also gives an indication of pass rate or percentage of students of

IGNOU which has been very low. It means, that on average the dropouts and failures
put together account for about 94% of students on rolls. These percentages however

give

general picture of the students pass rate in relation to the total number of students

on rolls of the University. The major findings from the table are that:

i)

ii)

iii)

The absolute number of students admitted/enrolled, those on rolls and the pass
outs has been increasing every year except, in the year 1993 when the number of
pass outs has decreased.

The annual growth rates in annual enrolment of students, the students on rolls and
the pass outs have been positive. But the annual growth rate in the case of students
enrolled has been fluctuating and it ranged between 0.53 and 283.73 (range =
283.20), in the case of students on rolls, it ranged between 8.01 and 196.59 (range =
188.58), and in the case of pass outs it ranged between —9.57 and 225.64 (range =
235.21).

The percentage of pass outs to the total number of students on rolls in the previous
academic year has been between 3.06 and 11.11 (range = 8.5). The average pass
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percentage to the number of students on rolls in the previous year is 5.92 only. The
decrease in percentage of pass outs in 1993 is in correspondence with negative
growth rate in pass outs in the year 1993. Though the pass percentage has been
fluctuating till 1994, it has been on the increase thereafter till 2001.

The above pass out rates can be said to be crude for mainly two reaons. Firstly, the
students on rolls in the previous year (used for calculating pass out rate) includes the
students of the programmes which have been launched in that year itself and of those
programmes which have not completed respective minimum durations prcscrﬁ)cd for
them. Secondly, there are a few programmes which could not produce any pass out
despite completion of minimum duration by one or more batches of students. Also
these crude pass rates do not give any indication of students’ pass rates of different
programmes of the University. Therefore, it is important to calculate the pass rates of
students of each individual programme.

Significance

It may be noted that calculating the pass out rates of students of different programmes
is a difficult task because of flexibility in duration for completion of these programmes.
Moreover, the minimum and maximum durations prescribed for different programmes
vary widely. These differential durations further complicate the task of calculating the
pass out rates for different years. The students admitted to an academic programme
may pass it in any year between the respective minimum and maximum durations and
the pass outs are spread over different years. Thus, the students admitted in different
academic years will be completing their minimum and maximum durations at different
times, according to their year of admission. Once the first batch of students of a
programme completes minimum duration, the students start passing out the programme
every year till the completion of maximum duration by that batch. Thus, once a few
batches of students complete the minimum period prescribed for a programme, the pass
outs of that programme in a given year will include the pass outs from students admitted
in different academic years which forms a cohort of students on role. In such a situation,
arriving at the total number of cohort of students on rolls minus the pass outs from
particular academic year(s) becomes more difficult. Therefore, for arriving at the actual
figure of cohort of students on rolls which formed a base for the pass outs of a given
year, the number of students who have already passed out in the previous year(s) and
the remaining students of the relevant batche(s) who have completed their maximum
duration should be deducted from the cumulative enrolment of the cohort years. Thus,
calculating the pass out rate of each year of each programme is very complicated task.
Perhaps, because of these complications involved, there has been no systematic study
conducted so far to calculate the pass rate of students for different academic years of
different programmes. Therefore, it is necessary to develop and apply appropriate
formulae for finding out the pass out rates of students of different academic programmes
for different academic years starting from 1987.
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Objectives

The objectives of this article are:

i) to develop appropriate formulae for finding out the pass rates (percentages) of
students of different academic years of different programmes of the University;

ii) to calculate the pass rates of the students of different academic years of different
programmes of the University by applying the different formulae specially developed
under objective i) above; and

iii) to find out and compare average pass out rates of students of different programmes
along with their ranks.

The basic requirement for accomplishing the above objectives is the availability of data
on enrolment of students for each academic year right from the first year of offer/
launch of each programme and the students who have passed out from each programme
every year after completion of the minimum duration of each programme. The secondary
data on year-wise enrolment and number of pass outs of each programme as available
from the Vice-chancellor’s Convocation Reports and the Annual Reports of the
University (IGNOU, 1989-2001) have been collected and used for calculating the pass
out rates or percentages for each year of each programme shown in Table 3. It may be
noted that the year under which the enrolment data starts against a programme in
Table 3 is the first academic year or launch year of the programme. The data on students
who passed out respective programmes after completion of prescribed minimum
durations are shown against the immediately succeeding year as per available records
mentioned above.

Development of Formulae for Calculating Pass Out Rates or Percentages

Different formulae have been developed for calculating students pass rates for different
academic years of different programmes depending upon their minimum and maximum
durations. Here, it is very important to note that though the first batch students of some
of the programmes have not yet completed the prescribed maximum duration of the
programmes, the relevant formulae developed below can be used for calculating students
pass rate for any future academic year of the respective programmes.

i) Formulae for programmes with 6 months as minimum and 2 years as maximum
durations

The minimum and maximum duration of all the certificate programmes is 6 months
and 2 years respectively. Unlike all other programmes, the students to these programmes
are admitted twice a year for the two academic sessions, one starting from Ist January
and the other from Ist July of every academic year. These students can pass a particular
programme in the relevant session(s) of the same year in which they are admitted and
even the certificates can be issued to them in the same year itself. Subject to the maximum
duration, the students can complete a particular programme within two years from the
date of commencement of their respective academic session. The students of a particular
certificate programme start passing out after completion of the minimum period of 6
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months. But all pass outs of the entire year (e.g. Ist year) are shown in the following
year only i.e. all the pass outs of 1st academic year are shown under 2nd academic year,
all the pass outs of 2nd academic year are shown under 3rd academic year and so on. It
means the data of the successfully completed students from among the students admitted
in an academic year are found under the pass outs of two successive years of the
programme. Also, the pass outs shown under 2nd academic year of the programme
include the pass outs from among the students enrolled in the 1st academic year only
while those shown under 3rd academic year include the pass outs of the students enrolled
in the Ist and 2nd academic years. Therefore, while calculating the pass out rates for
second and third academic years of these programmes the total number of cohort of
students on rolls for the respective years can be arrived at by deducting the number of
students who have already passed out in the corresponding previous academic year(s),
as the case may be.

Thus, the students pass out rates for the 2nd and 3rd academic years (PRy, and PRy,) of
any given certificate or other programmes with 6 months and 2 years as minimum and
maximum durations can be respectively calculated by using the formulae (1) and (2)
given below.

PRy, = E—:;EI x 100 (1)

PRy, = Py, x 100 . (2)
- (Eyl +Ey,) - Py,

Where

Py, = Passouts shown under second academic year of the particular programme

Py, = Passouts shown under third academic year of the particular programme

Ey, = Student enrolment of the first academic year of the programme
Ey, = Studentenrolment of the second academic year of the programme

Since the students enrolled in first academic year complete maximum period of 2 years
by the end of second academic year of the programme the pass outs from the students
of the Ist academic year are spread over or included among the pass outs shown under
the 2nd and 3rd academic years of that particular programme. But, the pass outs shown
under 4th academic year will not have any pass outs from among the students enrolled
in the Ist academic year (except those of July session, as mentioned above), the pass
outs shown under Sth academic year will not have any pass outs from the students
enrolled in 1st and 2nd academic years (except those of respective July sessions, as
mentioned above) and so on, because they would have completed the maximum duration
of 2 years and would be automatically removed from the rolls of the programme. Here,
it is important to note that the students admitted for the July sessions of the 1st, 2nd...
academic years may pass out in the 3rd, 4th, ... academic years and hence are also
included among the pass outs shown under 4th, 5th, ... academic years respectively. It
is thus clear that the net effect of such inclusion of pass outs in any year can be treated
as nil. Therefore, while calculating the percentage of pass outs of the programme, the
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total number of cohort of students on rolls of the relevant academic year should be
arrived at after deducting the students who have already passed out in the previous year
and the remaining students of the relevant batch(es) who have already completed the
prescribed maximum period of two years. So, students pass out rate (percentage) of
students for any academic year, 4th to nth, of any given certificate or other programmes
with minimum and maximum duration of 6 months and 2 years can be calculated as
follows.

P
PRyn = e x 100 .. (3)
(Eyn—,+Eyn—,) — Pyn—,

Where

Pyn = Passouts shown under nth academic year of the programme

Pyn- = Pass outs shown under the academic year immediately preceding the nth
year of the programme

Eyn- = Enrolment in the academic year immediately preceding the nth academic
year, yn, of the programme.

Eyn-, = Enrolment in an academic year which precedes the nth academic year, yn,

by two academic years of the programme.

“The formulae (1), (2) and (3) have been used and applied for calculating the pass out

rates (percentages) of CFN, CIG, CTS, CIS, CTE, CES, CDM, CPFM and BPP
programmes. It may be noted here that other certificate programmes do not find a
place in Table 3 because either they have not completed the minimum duration yet or
they have not produced any pass out even after completion of minimum duration. It
may also be noted that BPP has the same minimum and maximum duration as that of
certificate programmes.

ii) Fromulae for programmes with 1 year as minimum duration and 2 1/2,3 or 4
years as maximum durations

There are diploma, advanced diploma and post-graduate diploma programems which
have the minimum and maximum duration of one year and 2 1/2 or 3 years respectively.
It may be noted that except for certificate programmes an academic year of all other
programmes starts from st January of the year and ends on 31st December of the same
year. So, of the students admitted to the first academic year of a given diploma programme
some may pass out in the first academic year itself, some may pass out in the second
academic year, some others may pass out in the third year. In this context, the maximum
duration of 2 1/2 or 3 years does not make any difference because the students who pass
out after the maximum durations get the relevant diploma in 4th year only (i.e. in the
relevant convocation) and hence are shown under the pass outs of the 4th academic
year of that particular diploma. Here, it may be noted that their enrolment year is the
same. Therefore, the pass outs of any one of these programmes are found under the
second academic year onwards. It means that the pass outs shown under the 2nd academic
year of the programme include the pass outs from among the students enrolled in the
first academic year only, while those shown under the 3rd acdemic year include the
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pass outs from the students enrolled in the 1st and 2nd academic years also. Thus, the
pass rate for the 2nd and 3rd cademic years of any one of these diploma programmes
can also be respectively calculated by using formulae (1) and (2) above.

It follows that the pass outs shown under the 4th academic year include the pass outs
from among the students enrolled in 1st, 2nd and 3rd academic years as well. Therefore,
while calculating the pass out rate for 4th academic year of these programmes the cohort
number of studetns on rolls who formed the base group for pass outs of respective
academic years can be arrived at by deducting the number of students who have already
passed out in the corresponding previous academic year(s), as the case may be.
Accordingly, the pass rate for the 4th academic year (PRy,) of these programmes can be
calculated as follows.

Py
PRy, = S x 100 ...(4)
* "~ (Ey, +Ey,+Ey,) - (Py,+Py,)

Since the students enrolled in the first academic year complete maximum period of 3
years by the end of third academic year of the programme the pass outs from the students
of the 1st academic year are spread over or included among the pass outs shown under
the 2nd to 4th academic years of that particular programme. But, the pass outs shown
under Sth academic year will not have any pass outs from among the students enrolled
in the 1st academic year, the pass outs shown under 6th academic year will not have
any pass outs from the students enrolled in 1st and 2nd academic years and so on,
because they have already completed the maximum duration of three years and are
automatically removed from the rolls of the relevant programme. It means, while
calculating the pass out rates for different academic years of the programmes with 1
year minimum duration and 2 1/2, 3 or 4 years as the maximum duration, the total
number of cohort of students on rolls for relevant academic years can be arrived at by
deducting not only the number of students who have already passed out in the
correspoonding previous academic year(s) but also those batch(es) that have already
completed the respective maximum duration of the relevant programme.

Hence, the pass rate of students for any academic year, Sth to nth, of any given academic
programme with minimum and maximum duration of 1 and 2 1/2 or 3 years respectively
can be calculated as follows.

Pyn
(Eyn—, +Eyn—, +Eyn -) = (Pyn—, +Pyn—))

PRyn = x 100 .. (5)

Where, in the above formulae (1), (2), (4) and (5)

PRy,, PRy,, PRy,, ..., and PRyn stand for the pass out rates (percentages) of the 2nd,
3rd, 4th, and nth academic years respectively of the particular programme.

Ey ,Ey,, Ey., ..., Eyn stand for the enrolment in the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, ...nth academic years
respectively of a given programme.

Eyn-,, Eyn-, and Eyn-, stand for enrolment in the academic years preceding 3, 2 and |
year(s) the nth academic year respectively of a given programme. The above notations
also hold equally good to other formulae that follow hereafter.
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Formulae (1), (2), (4) and (5) have been applied for calculating the pass out rates for
DIM, ADIM, PGDIM, PGDFM, PGDHRM, PGDMM, PGDOM and PGDMCH.

There are some diploma, post-graduate diploma, Bachelor’s and Master’s programmes
with 1 and 4 years as minimum and maximum durations respectively. It is therefore
clear that the students pass rates for 2nd, 3rd and 4th academic years of these programmes
can as well be respectively calculated by applying the formulae (1), (2), and (4) above.
Similarly, it may be noted that the pass outs shown under 5th academic year of a
programme include the pass outs from among the students enrolled for Ist, 2nd, 3rd
and 4th academic years. So the pass rate for the 5th academic year of thes programmes
(PRy,) can be calculated by using the following formula.

Py,
(Ey, +Ey, +Ey, +Ey, ) (Py, + Py, +Py,)

PRy, = x100 ...(6)

But, the pass outs shown under 6th academic year will not have any pass outs from
among the students enrolled in the 1st academic year, the pass outs shown under 7th
academic year will not have any pass outs from the studetns enrolled in Ist and 2nd
academic years and so on, because they have already completed the maximum duration
of four years and are automatically removed from the rolls of the relevant programme.
It follows that for the programmes with minimum and maximum durations of 1 and 4
years the pass out rate for any academic year, 6th to nth, can be calculated by using the
following formula.

Pyn

x100
(Eyn—, + Eyn—, + Eyn—, +Eyn — )—(Pyn—; +Pyn—, + Pyn -)

PRyn =

loh)

The above formulaey (1), (2), (4), (6) and (7) have been applied for calculating the pass
out rates of students of DCE, DCO, DCH, DNHE, PGDCA, DECE, DTS, BLISc, DDE/

PGDDE, PGDHE, DRD/PGDRD, PGIMC, PGDT, MADE, and MLISC programmes
which have minimum and maximum duration of 1 and 4 years respectively.

iii) Formulae for programmes with 3 years as minimum duration and 5,6,7 or 8
years as maximum duration

The students admitted to the first academic year of a programme (e.g. BScN) with 3
and 5 years minimum and maximum durations respectively would start passing out the
programme after completion of the minimum duration of three years by the first batch
of the students i.e. the pass outs are found under 4th academic year of the programme
onwards. They may pass it out in either 3rd, 4th, or 5th academic year of the programme
and are accordingly included in the pass outs shown under 4th, 5th and 6th academic
years. While the pass outs shown under the 4th academic year are totally from the
stuents admitted in the first academic year of the programme only, the pass outs shown
under Sth academic year include the pass outs from the students admitted in the Ist and
2nd academic years and the pass outs shown under the 6th academic yecar include the
pass outs from the students admitted in Ist, 2nd and 3rd academic years as well. Hence,
while calculating pass out rates for 4th, 5th and 6th academic years of the programme,
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the cohort group of students on rolls who form a base group for the pass outs of the
respective year should be arrived at by deducting the students already pass out in the
previous year(s). Thus, the students pass rates for the 4th, 5th and 6th academic years
(PRy,, PRy, and PRy,) of BScN and other programmes, if any, with 3 and 5 years as
minimum and maximum durations can be respectively calculated by applying the
formulae (8), (9) and (10) given below

PRy, = ¥4 x 100 .. (8)

Ey,

PRy, = i x 100 NG
(Ey, + Ey,) - Py,

Py,
PR = 100 (10
Yo = Ty, + Ey, + Ey,)~(Py. * Py.) - G

However, it may be noted that the pass outs shown under the 7th academic year of the
programme do not include any pass out from the students admitted in the 1st academic
year and the pass outs shown under 8th academic year do not include any pass out from
students admitted in the Ist and 2nd academic years and so on. And hence, while
calculating pass out rates for any academic year, from 7th to nth, of the programme
with 3 and 5 years as minimum and maximum durations, the cohort group of students
on rolls of any particular academic year who form a base group for the pass outs of the
relevant year should be arrived at by deducting not only the students already passed out
in the previous year(s) but also the studetns of those batch(es) which have already
completed the maximum duration of the programme. Therefore, the pass rate for any
academic year (7th to nth) of BScN and other programmes, if any, with minimum and
maximum duration of 3 and 5 years can be calculated as follows.

Pyn
(Eyn—,+Eyn—, +Eyn—,) — (Pyn—, + Pyn—,)

PRyn = x100 (11

It may be noted that even for programmes with 3 and 6 years as minimum and maximum
durations (e.g. BCA) the formulae (8), (9) and (10) above are equally applicable for
calculation of pass rates of 4th, 5th and 6th academic eyars. But, the pass outs shown
under the 7th academic year include the pass outs from among the students admitted in
Ist to 4th academic years. So, the pass rate for the 7th academic year (PRy.) of these
programmes can be calculated by using the following formula.

PRy, = By, x 100 i)
(Ey‘ +Ey, + Ey, + Ey-l) - (PY4+P)"5 + P)'f.)

But, the pass outs shown under 8th academic year of these programme do not include
any pass out from the stuents admitted in the 1st academic year and the pass outs shown
under 9th academic year do not include any pass out from students admitted in 1st and
2nd academic years and so on. So, the pass rate for any academic year, 8th to nth, of .
BCA and other programmes, if any, with minimum and maximum duration of 3 and 6
years can be calculated as follows.
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Pyn
(Eyn— + Eyn—+ Eyn—, + Eyn—,) - (Pyn—; + Pyn—, + Pyn -)
..(13)

x 100

PRyn =

It follows that even in the case of programmes with 3 and 7 years as minimum and
maximum durations (e.g. MCA) the formulae (8), (9), (10) and (12) above are equally
applicable for calculation of pass rates for the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th academic years
respectively. But, it may be noted that the pass outs shown under the 8th academic year
of these programmes include the pass outs from among the students admitted in Ist to
5th academic years. So, the pass rate for the 8th academic year (PRy,) of these
programmes can be calculated by using the following formula.

Py,

PRy, =
! (E)’1+E)’2+E)'3+E)'4+Eys)_(Py.1+P)’5+PY‘5+P)’?)

x 100 ..(14)

But, the pass outs shown under 9th academic year of these programmes do not include
any pass out from the students admitted in the Ist academic year and those shown
under 10th academic year do not include any one from students admitted in Ist and 2nd
academic years and so on. So, the pass out rate for any academic year, Oth to nth, of
MCA and other programmes, if any, with minimum and maximum duration of 3 and 7
years can be calcualted as follows.

Pyn

x 100
(Eyn—; +Eyn -4 +Eyn -5 +Eyn—, +Eyn -3)~(Pyn—4+Pyn—3+Pyn—, +Pyn -)

PRyn =

il 19)

Now, let us take the programmes with 3 and 8 years as minimum and maximum durations
(e.g, BA, BCom, BSc, BTS, etc). Even in the case of these programmes the formulae
(8), (9), (10), (12), and (14) above are equally applicable for calculation of pass rates
for the 4th, Sth, 6th, 7th and 8th academic years respectively. But, it may be noted that
the pass outs shown under the 9th academic year of these programmes include the pass
outs from among the students admitted in 1st to 6th academic years as well. So, the pass
rate for the 9th academic year (PRy,) of these programmes can be calcualted by using
the following formula.

PRy, = By, x 100
(EY1 +Ey, +Ey, + Ey,+Ey.+ E)’ﬁ]_ (Ph + Pyt Py APy, P)’n]

...(16)

But, it may be noted that the pass outs shown under 10th academic year of these
programmes do not include any pass out from the students admitted in the Ist academic
year and those shown under 11th academic year do not include any one from students
admitted in the 1st and the 2nd academic years and so on. So, the pass out rate for any
academic year, 10th to nth, of programmes with minimum and maximum duration of 3
and 8 years can be calculated as follows.
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Pyn

= x 100
[Eyn -y +Eyn -5 +Eyn—¢ +Eyn - +Eyn -, +Eyn -3 )= (Pyn -5 +Pyn -y +Pyn -3+ Pyn -, + Pyn - |

FRyn

+G(17)
iv) Special note on the management programmes

From 1987 to 1991 moudlar approach was followed with initial admission done for
DIM through entrance test mode. These students, in phased manner, obtain DIM, ADIM,
PGDIM and MBA. From 1992 onwards the admissions started under Management
Programme (MP) with a provision for course-wise registration. Also, from 1991 onwards,
there had been direct admission without entrance test to Specialised Diploma
Programmes, namely PGDFM, PGDHRM and PGDMM and from 1993 to PGDOM as
well. This practice was, however, stopped in 1997. From 1998 onwards, the admission
of students continued under MP only and these students can obtain DIM, ADIM, PGDIM
or any specialised Diploma in Management or MBA depending upon the number and
type of prescribed courses they complete without any bar on maximum duration.

As explained elsewhere, for DIM, ADIM, PGDIM, PGDFM, PGHRM, PGDMM and
PGDOM programmes the minimum and maximum durations till 1997 were | year
and 2 1/2 years respectively and the students pass rates for different academic years
of these programmes have been calculated by applying the formulae (1), (2), (4) and
(5) above.

However, for MBA, minimum duration is three years whereas there is no bar on the
maximum duration for its completion. It may be recalled that some Bachelor's
programmes namely, BA, BCom, B.Sc, etc. have 3 years as minimum duration like
MBA, but there is a limit on the maximum duration of these programmes i.e. 8 years.
Therefore, the same formulae that have been applied to BA, BCom or BSc programme
have also been applied to MBA for calculating the pass out rates to the 9th academic
year, which includes the pass outs from the students admitted in st to 8th academic
years. Since there is no maximum duration for MBA and all the students continue to he
potentially on rolls for one or the other management coruse the pass rate for any academic
year, from 10th to nth, has been calculated by applying the following formula.

Pyn

x 100 L8 |
(EY| +... Eyn ‘_:)“{P)"l +...+ Pyn _:}

PRyn =

As mentioned carlier, the notations of Ey , ..., Eynand Py,. ..., Pyn— , Pyn in the above
formula mean the same as in the case of all other formulae above.

Thus, keeping in view the minimum and maximum durations of different programmes,
appropriate formulae have been developed and applied for calculating the percentage
of pass outs for different academic years of various programmes. The pass out rates
thus obtained can be found in Table 3. Here, it is very important to note that the
programmes which have been launched recenily and therefore have not completed their
minimum duration and also the programmes from which there are no pass outs, even
after the completion of the minimum period, from any batch(es) of students do not find

a place in Table 3.
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Conclusion

From the pass out rates of different academic years of various programmes shown in
Table 3 the average pass out rate for each programme has also been calculated by dividing
the sum of the percentages of different academic years of the programme by the number
of batches of students which have completed minimum duration of the programme.
The average pass rates or percentages of all the programmes so calculated are shown in
Table 4.

Table 4: Average pass percentage of different academic programmes and their ranks

Rank within Programme Average Over all Rank
programmes Pass Percentage (Rank across
of same level all programmes)

Master’s Programmes

1 MADE 42.00 2
2 MLISc 20.14 4
3 MCA 2.34 30
4 MBA 1.06 35
Bachelor’s Programmes
1 BPP 20.04 5
2 BLISc 12.59 8
3 BScN 8.80 15
4.5 BA 1.02 36.5
4.5 BSc 1.02 36.5
6 BCom 0.87 38
7 BTS 0.73 39
8 BCA 0.12 40
Diplomas
1 PGDCA 21.97 3
2 PGDHRM 11.61 9
3 PGDMCH 10.40 11
4 DCO 10.13 12
5 DIM 9.72 13
6 PGDFM 8.05 17
7 PGDMM 7.69 19
8 PGDIM 6.92 20
9 DDE/PGDDE 6.57 21
10 PGIMC 5.75 22
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11 PGDOM 5.58 23
12 ADIM 3.40 25
13 DRD/PGDRD 3.36 26
14 DTS 2.66 27
15 PGDT 2.65 28
16 PGDHE 2.36 29
17 DCE 2.01 31
18 DECE 1.98 32
19 DCH 1.93 33
20 DNHE 1.75 34
Certificates

1 CIC 45.41 |
2 CTS 15.64 6
3 CDM 14.59 7
4 CIG 10.52 10
5 CPFM 9.40 14
6 CFN 8.41 16
7 CES 7.84 18
8 CTE 4.75 24
Grand Average Pass Rate (GAPR) 8.85

From Table 4 it can be noticed that the highest pass rate or percentage is for CIC
programme (45.41) while the lowest is for BCA (0.12) and the range of pass percentages
(45.41-0.12) is 45.29. While there are only two programmes with their pass percentages
above 40 (CIC and MADE) there are three programmes (BCA, BTS and BCom) with
their pass percentages of less than one. Out of 40 pgorammes only 12 have the average
pass percentage above 10, whereas 17 programmes have pass rate of less than 5 percent
and the rest of the programmes have the pass rates between 5 and 10 per cent.

As far as the ranks of the progrmames, based on their average pass rates or percentages,
are concerned CIC (45.41%) occupies the first rank among all the programmes taken
together, followed by MADE (42%) with second rank. The last rank (40th) is occupied
by BCA (0.12) followed by BTS (0.73) with 39th rank. As far as their ranks within the
programmes of the same level are concerned MADE and MLISc occupy the 1st an 2nd
ranks out of 4 Master’s level programmes; PGDCA, PGDHRM, PGDMCH and DCO
occupy 1-4 ranks among 20 Diploma level programmes; BPP and BLISc occupy 1st
and 2nd ranks among 8 Bachelor level programmes; and CIC, CTS, CDM and CIG
occupy 1-4 ranks respectively out of 8 certificate programmes.

To conclude, majority of the programmes (i.e. 17 of the 40 programmes) have the pass
percentage of less than 5 and the grand average pass rate (GAPR) (i.e. the average of
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the average pass rates of all programmes of all levels) is 8.85 only. In the case of 26
programmes, the average pass rate is less than the GAPR of 8.85 and only 14 programmes
have it above GAPR.

References

IGNOU (2001) IGNOU Profile 2001, New Delhi.

IGNOU (1989-2001) IGNOU - First to Twelfth Convocations: Vice-charncellor’s Reports, IGNOU,
New Delhi.

IGNOU (1988-2000) Annual Reports—1988-89 to 1999-2000. IGNOU, New Delhi.
[Dr. M.V. Lakshmi Reddy is Senior Lecturer in School of Education, Indira Gandhi National Open

University, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110 068. His areas of specialization include adult education,
population education and distance education. His e-mail address is lakshmireddy_m_v@hotmail.com]



